Introduction
Racing Isnt Just About Speed

I he stock car m inE: world is abour muech more than '«-|"1'i.'\'."|.|.

When I starced rescarching this ook, | knew lictle abowr the MASCAR naton. Bur afoer
spending six months immersed in the MASCAR NEXTEL Cup Series, | learned my way
around the sport. | experienced the unique atmosphere of the preeminent tracks—the
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Superspecdway in Alabama, the hominess of Pocona Raceway in Pennsylvania, the heat of
California Speedway in Fontana. | also came 1o understand just how "big time” the spor is.
| had photographed plenty of other prime-time sporting events—the MBA Finals, the

World Seres, f‘x|||l\;1 ]"mwlt., and .,u]]r;r bowl o 1 = bt at those EAMEE, | |.|.'|I I was hirmis
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speed, smelling the burning ares, hearing the deatening rumble of the motors.

In the hierarchy of the sporrt, the drivers are the superstars. They are ar the pinnacle of whar

they do—negotiating s fender-to-fender ar 190 miles per hour, making split-second
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cistons that could cause a serous wreck or lead them to glory in Victory Lane, | hey receive
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the lions share of the media and pl.'.|'-||.|:'.' ~|1xl:||5:||[. which has hueled the sporn. (I is pretey
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funny w0 wanch 2 winning driver do the baschall hat dance, quickly changing hats so thar cach
¥
Sponser gets a picture of s driver,
Yet the faces of NASCAR po bevond the drivers. The fans, the crews, the drivers familics,
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the food vendors, and the track personnel all make up the backbone of this sport,
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trying to put the best car on the wrack come Sunday. They look like they are performing a
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:I;:."|:|'. -.I".l'-l-:'-.:-:_::.||=|||.'-.‘| baller. One guy gocs low, another one gocs
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a peak i their poolboxes and | was Hoored ar how clean and well organized they were—mnor a
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speck of grease anywhere. Truly, there was a place for everything and everything was in s

i'lJ.L..l:'. It inspired mc to go home and :u,-u|::-_._||'|i.-:_ MYy OWnN gaArgc.

['he “over-the-wall™ crew is made up of unbelicvable athletes. Many Hy in the morn

che race alter practicine fire chane L Bllansall veeliar their hame ba The tractor
1 race alter pracucing ure changes and gas hill-ups all weck ac their home bases. The tractos

trailer drovers who transport the cars are consummane 51-.|:.|._-.x;|_1,-~,||n._ Thev travel around the
country like a circus, always magically managing to have the semis sparkling clean when they
|'l|||| U Lo the rack

['he Fans are the beart of the SpOTL, |:||-:|;|::-_|'|_ Mosr of the iracks ofter am o crage of 100,000
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scars, and the races are typacally sellours. The fans are passionare and committed. Mo one is a

casual observer. They can all ralk the walk, discussing cars, race history, and drivers’ pedigrees.
For a MASCAR fan, all thar encrgy olten lines up behind one driver.

Ihe festival atmosphere of cach race is a really good time, sometimes a litde like Mardi
Gras, Often the fans come to the same spot year after vear and the races feel like a famils
E'.-n-li-.‘l.t:. ;_:.lt]'lu'-:':r::.'_. I one arca is 2 millionaire row of SR000000 BV with |.|_|““_“|.. pools 5o
fans can warch the I"jh E"'H'I"':":"-'- Elsewhere, tent loms host dee-hard fans u.|||1|1iJ'|'.'. from the
back of their cars. No mater whar their income level, cvervone shares a common passion for
thi sport and 15 excited o witness the 4.|.|_-.'x drama unfold on the track,

The races are full of hopes and dreams, cspecially among the newer, lesser-well-known
drivers who are i"l"" ing out a Dxavid versus Goliath storv. These unknown drivers are :‘|ni||_5-_
the only :||||:'.:_:_ they r-:'.|.||:.' weant o do, b l:.'a.l.l-lil.:-' with i lot fewer resources than more
cstablished drvers, Even ‘.|||r||g;|| thenn |.'||_'-|.'|.tl:i:l:'|=. are somewha ragrag, they all 1'|rn'|§:.- belicve
chae this 1% the race when I!'.u.':.' will break our.

Faces of NASCAR celebrares all of these |'u.'l=-p-|-'.' the true essence of this spori—whether
they are the fap skilled drivers, -l"-P'iliE'-'::!. sgars, dedicared crewmembers, or |r.|=-hi|r||-|1|.' famns.

[hey all make MASCAR racing special—a sport built around tamily, teamwork, passion,
and dedicanion.

The inherent bexwry of the track and s .a:uul'-.i:-h-:_'n.' 15 also celebrated in this book, The
combination of '!1|'.':__:_]'|'. neon oolors, sharp shadows, severe .|||51|:.'h. and epeating paterns is
x|_1§|-;i|'|-_3:__ It alsor 1% a p|.|-._|.' where humor and ITOTY Gl be tound: four CIPHY oK Li-ll_:: chairs
gathered near a sign promising a “garage vu,” and a glowing tood traiker offering “Tobacco™
and “Snacks” like a beacon in the ||i:;_||.l:.

Ultimately, this book is a portraic of what | saw during my six months in the NASCAR
warld. | hope vou enjoy the ride.

Ceadt Ralrineon
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